
 

 
RYARSH PARISH COUNCIL 

 
April Parish Council Meeting 

• The Notice Board on Birling Road by the Play Area is in a poor state of repair and Councillors 
have agreed to replace it.  One side will be locked for Parish Council notices and the other 
will be unlocked for residents to use. 

• The Parish Council has agreed to purchase a new bench to be installed near the play area 
in Ryarsh Park.  Trinity have kindly agreed to install the bench.   

• Councillors would like to hold another Crime Prevention Event and the Clerk will contact the 
Police to make arrangements. 

• It was noted that CCTV and Ring Doorbell Footage can be extremely valuable to the police 
after an incident.  Residents are encouraged to look at any footage after an event, and contact 
the police with details. 

• The public footpath behind Ryarsh Oast House has been widened and some rubbish, 
including manure, has been dumped.  This will be reported to the Kent Public Rights of Way 
Office. 

• The Parish Council’s contractor has installed a new lantern to replace a damaged one on 
Birling Road.  It was noted that this is working well.  There are 4 lanterns on the traffic calming 
islands.  If the Parish Council has enough money it will replace the other lanterns in the row 
so they match. 

• The Parish Council has signed a contract to change electricity supplier, for a cheaper rate 
that was found using Utility Aid.  The new supply was due to start 1st February but 
unfortunately there has been a delay. 
 

Dogs 
Residents are reminded that dogs are still not allowed in the enclosed Play Area.  Residents and 
visitors are welcome to walk their dogs on the Recreation Ground now. 
  

Kent County Council       
County Councillor Hohler has kindly offered a contribution from her Members Fund toward a 
project in Ryarsh.  The Parish Council has applied for this contribution towards the new Notice 
Board for Birling Road. 
 

TMBC   
Borough Councillor Banks reported:   

• He attended the TMBC Cabinet meeting and spoke about proposed parking charges. 
He was able to raise 10 issues, but there was nothing that could be done to stop parking 
charges from being brought in.  TMBC say they will have to cut a service if they do not 
charge for parking.   In the end, it was agreed that West Malling will retain its one hour 
free on street parking.  That was made as a concession.  He hopes that free parking in 



 

Martin Square will be increased from half an hour to one hour.  Parking charges in the 
Aylesford car park were approved. 
Survey responses showed that 90% of those responding were against parking charges 
and results of a Statutory Survey should be listened to more closely. 
Cllr Banks noted that TMBC is one of only 3 Councils in the Kent that are not in debt.  
This is good news, but does mean that when money is distributed by Government, 
TMBC may not be given anything.  TMBC Officers should be prudent on finances, but 
there is a balance. 

• Cllr Mike Taylor gave the Cabinet an update on Regulation 18b Local Plan.  TMBC are 
having real problems getting enough time to get the work done.  The Regulation 18b 
consultation was due to be published in the Spring, but it could be pushed back to 
Summer or Autumn.  Cllr Banks is keen that the proposals are published sooner and Cllr 
McKinlay agreed. 

 
Fault Reports 
 
Public Rights of Way - via the KCC website - https://www.kent.gov.uk/environment-waste-and-
planning/public-rights-of-way/report-a-problem-on-a-right-of-way 
  
Highways - https://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem 
  
Fault reports to TMBC about litter bins, dog waste bins or missed bin collections can be made 
to https://www.tmbc.gov.uk/bins-waste  
 
Fly Tipping can be reported : 

• Online through the TMBC website at https://www.tmbc.gov.uk/bins-waste/report-fly-
tipping  

• Or using the Country Eye App 
 
If fly tipped waste is blocking the public highway and may cause an accident, it should be reported 
urgently to Kent Highways on 03000 418181 between 9am and 5pm Monday to Friday or on 

03000 419191 at all other times. 
 
Next Parish Council meeting 
The date of the Annual Parish Meeting is Monday 13th May 2024, 7.30pm, at Ryarsh Church Hall.   
The Kent Association of Local Councils Award and the Ryarsh Village Award will be presented. 
 
This will be followed by the Annual Parish Council Meeting and the Monthly Meeting. 
 
You can contact the Clerk by email at  clerk@ryarsh-pc.gov.uk or by writing to Box 503,  
West Malling, ME6 9NN.  For more information, please go to our website www.ryarsh-pc.gov.uk.   
The Parish Council Clerk works 12 hours a week, Monday to Thursday, and aims to respond to  

emails and phone calls within 5 working days 
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Guided group walks – May 2024              

Our friendly group is one of 13 Ramblers groups in Kent and 
part of the national Ramblers walking organisation. We explore 
the beautiful countryside of Tonbridge and Malling and 
surrounding areas.  
 

You don’t have to be a Ramblers member to try up to three 
‘taster’ walks with us. If you’re new to our walks, please contact 
the walk leader to check that their walk will suit you.  
 
Mereworth Church – 29 May walk 
 
 
For details of all upcoming walks and walk leaders, see 
Tonbridge and Malling Ramblers Facebook page or visit 
www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk. 
 

Thursday  

2 May 

A leisurely, flat and rural circular walk from Hadlow towards 

the River Medway and East Lock, going through Barnes 

Street and Golden Green.  Good views of Hadlow Tower 

and two pillar boxes near the Medway. Three stiles. Mainly 

field paths, very little road walking, good paths and tracks. 

May be muddy after rain. 

4.5 

mile

s 

Thursday  

9 May 

Trosley Trot: a fairly flat circular walk along the bottom of the 

Downs with good views to the south. Moderate difficulty. 

5.5 

mile

s 

Sunday  

12 May 

A varied circular walk from Groombridge through the woods to 

Harrison's Rocks, across the Spa Valley railway (Toot! 

Toot!) and returning via Motts Mill. Moderate difficulty. 

5.5 

mile

s 

Thursday 

16 May 

West Peckham wander: pleasant circular walk past the 

church across the village cricket field and around back to 

The Swan on the Green. Moderate difficulty. 

5 miles 

Thursday 

23 May 

Darent Valley circular walk from Shoreham village. Moderate 

difficulty.  

5 miles 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/363787319666676
http://www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk/


 

Wednesda

y 29 

May 

Circular walk from Mereworth through an attractive part of the 

Wealdway, climbing through Hurst Wood and returning via 

West Peckham. We then climb to the top of the Wealden 

ridge before the return to Mereworth. Moderate difficulty. 

6 miles 

  Walks usually start mid-morning. There’s a short half-way break (bring refreshments)  

  and we usually finish near a pub. Most walks are dog-friendly (see website). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 

 
 



 



 

 


